
 

 
 

Annstead Dunes 

 

Access/entrances: 

 

There are several entrances onto the site including a kissing gate at the southern end of the dunes, 

500 metres north of Beadnell on the B1340, NU229302. On the seaward side a similar kissing gate 

gives access from the beach (this gate has a step of 20cm onto a decking area on which the gate is 

located). A further 300m north, a stile gives access from the B1340. Alongside the stile a small 

compound gives potential access through a locked metal 5-bar gate - 300cm wide. This access is 

again matched by a similar stile on the seaward side. There is another kissing gate a further 200m 

north which gives access from the B1340, opposite Annstead Farm. On the seaward side a similar 

Kissing Gate gives access from the beach, mounted on a decking platform with a step up of 40cm. 

At the northern end of the reserve (NU224310) access is gained through a narrow sprung gate with 

a minimum width of 50cm, through a dogleg, making access difficult for anyone with mobility 

problems. Again there is a matching sprung gate on the seaward side. There is also a stile across the 

northern perimeter fence of the reserve.  

 

Terrain: 

 

The site consists of mostly narrow grass tracks with undulations and steep climbs onto some of the 

dunes. Access from the beach requires a steep climb through the dunes on soft sand.  

 

Paths: 

 

Permissive paths cross the reserve between each of the gates/stiles, and are generally narrow and 

undulating. The easiest path leads from the kissing gate opposite Annstead Farm. This is quite level 

and generally over 100cm wide. However, at the seaward side it narrows and the gate to the beach 

involves an awkward step up onto the decking area. Beyond this there is a steep drop down to the 

beach. 

 

Facilities: 

 

A viewing platform is situated looking over the beach just beyond the entrance opposite Annstead 

Farm, on the seaward side.  

 

Toilets, shops and parking are available in Beadnell and Seahouses which are to the south and north 

of the reserve respectively.  

 


